
 
Prayer Concerns   

~Our sympathy to the Wells family in 

the passing of Doris Wells, a 

cherished member of our 

congregation for several years. She 

sent out countless birthday cards 

and was the original “sucker lady”. 

Doris will certainly be missed by all. 

 

~Chester Lynd was in the hospital 

for Covid-19, but he is out now. 

Prayers for a quick recovery. 

 

~Nell Hopper’s surgery has been 

rescheduled for October 18th.  

 

~Troy Tom is feeling great! Prayers 

of thanksgiving that his pacemaker 

procedure was successful. 

 

~Melody Loveland’s adoptive 
mother, Dorothy Minor, was put in 
hospice care with kidney failure 
among other health concerns. Please 
keep her in your prayers. 
 
~Prayers for Kelly MacDonald’s 
mom, Diana Flanagan, who is going 
through treatments for lung cancer.  
 
 
 

~Continue to keep Daisy Woodrow, 2-
year-old daughter of Paige and 
Matthew, in your prayers.  The surgery 
to remove the tumor was very 
successful and the biopsy came back to 
show that the tumor was 
benign.  Unfortunately, Daisy is having 
problems keeping liquids and food 
down so they won't discharge her from 
the hospital.   
 
~Brenda Bricker (Erin Cogburn’s mom) 
has three fractured ribs that will take 
about three months to heal. Please 
pray the breaks remain stable as she 
heals. 
 
~Continued prayers for Nell Hopper’s 
sister and brother-in-law, Claudia and 
Glenn, who both have cancer.  
 
~Please remember Julie Conly (Jerry 
Varnado’s daughter) in your prayers. 
She is undergoing chemo for signet 
ring cell carcinoma. 
 
~Continued prayers for Eric Robinson’s 
brother-in-law, Ben, as he fights 
papillary thyroid cancer. 

Those unable to join us: 
~Laverne Horn   
~Ethel Gumm 
~Pat Suba 
 
Ongoing prayer concerns: 
~Peggy Allen           
~Deana Frazier 
~Bill Jackson                     
~Nell Hopper 
~Dwight Painter         
~Lue Gray 
~Chester Lynd 
~Melody Loveland   
~Larry Loveland   
~Hope Hodges 
~Jerry Herttenberger    
~Bradi Williams 
~Steve Henderson      
~Donna Scott 
~Frances Welch           
~Steve Smith 
~Susan Tolle     
~Patsy Williamson 
~Jim and Joyce Waddell 
~Mickey Walker 
 
Missionaries: 
~Doug & Marge Reeves- Sunset 
International Bible Institute, 
Lubbock, TX 
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Bible Class Survey 
We believe spiritual formation and community building are important functions of the local 
church. Time outside of Sunday morning worship, such as Bible class, is often where this  
growth happens. Please scan this QR code to take a short survey that will help us improve  
our Bible class time. The responses are anonymous to encourage honesty with ourselves and  
with the Church.  

   Trunk or Treat 
  Hard to believe, but Trunk or Treat is coming up soon! Mark your calendars for Sunday,  
  October 24th, at 6-8 p.m. We want to have LOTS more trunks this year! So, if you haven’t 
  participated in a while, this is the year to come out and enjoy the fun! We will also have a  
  box in the short hallway for candy donations. 

 
All-Church Picnic 
Next Sunday, Oct. 3rd, we’ll gather at the Festival Gardens (across from the Abilene Zoo) at 5:30 p.m. for food and 
fun. Pick up fast food or bring a sack lunch and let’s enjoy a nice Sunday evening fellowship time together. 
 

 

Sermon Title: The Lord Is My Shepherd 
Scripture: Psalm 23 
 
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 
 he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 
 for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk 
 through the darkest valley, 
I will fear no evil, 
 for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
 they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
  my cup overflows. 
Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
 forever. 

 

 

 

Fishing Derby 
The Fishing Derby is today at 12:30-2:30 p.m. at the 

MacDonald’s house. Text Kelly (325-668-8250) if you need 

a map. Food will be provided. All families with children in 

the Children’s Ministry are invited! 
 

New Calendars 
October calendars are 

available to be picked 

up in the short hall. 

 

See the Sheep! 
Brady has been talking about sheep 

this month, and to ram the point 

home, Hattie has brought her 

sheep for ewe to see. Members 

and visitors of all sheeps and sizes 

are invited to visit Lilly and Rose. It 

should shear you up, but time wool 

tell. You herd it here first!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sorry these puns are so baaaaaaad! 
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Children’s Ministry News 
 

In Matthew 6:19-34, Jesus tells his listeners not to store up treasure on earth or love money, which adds more 
worry to our lives. Instead, we don’t need to worry about anything! Just as God clothes the flowers and provides 
food for the birds, he’ll give us everything we need. We don’t need to worry because God takes care of us.  
Summary Verse for the next few weeks: “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. 
Today’s trouble is enough for today.” Matthew 6:34 
For the month of September, please pray for our Westgate educators.  
“May the Lord give strength to His people!  May the Lord bless His people with peace.” Psalm 29:11  
Plan to join us for the Fishing Derby today.  Remember to bring your lawn chairs or blanket.   

 

  

Youth Ministry News 
Join us on Sundays at 9 a.m. and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. for class. 

 

Join us for a devotional tonight at the Waldrips’ house from  

7-9 p.m.! 

 

Join us on Friday, October 10th, for a board game night! 

 

Please pray for our students as they begin a new school year! 

Offering 
Sept. 19th:    
Contribution: $2,956.00 
eGive: $2,925.00 
Total: $5,881.00 
Budget: $6,076.00 
Be A Blessing: $31.25 

 

Lead Minister: Brady Horner (325-260-1903) 
Youth Minister: Clay Howell (615-879-0983) 
Children’s Education Coordinator: Jackie Lee (325-518-4767) 
 

Elders: Randy Bibb, Jim MacDonald, Steve Stovall, Troy Tom 
 

Deacons: Don Bell, Manny Carneiro, CJ Chaney, Jon Cogburn, 
Eric Gumm, Adam Lott, Chris Meeks, Matt Waldrip 

Building Lock-up: 
 
Sept. Jon Cogburn 
 
 
Oct. Eric Gumm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday: 
Sept. 27th: Emma Longley, 
Jax Longley  
Sept. 28th: Clarissa Pyeatt  
Sept. 29th: Darah Waldrip, 
Ashley Simon 
 

Happy Anniversary: 
Sept. 30th: Jim and Kelly 
MacDonald 
 

 
 

Our Calendar:   
Sept. 26th: Fishing Derby at 
MacDonalds  
12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
Youth Group devotional  
7-9 p.m. 
 
Oct. 3rd: All-Church Picnic at 
Festival Gardens 5:30 p.m. 
 
Oct. 10th: Youth Group 
board game night 
 
Oct. 24th: Trunk or Treat 
6-8 p.m. 
 

Church Extras: Rethinking Our Use of God’s Time 
—by Brady Horner 
 

              This article series has explored the reason behind the traditions of our 
“Church Extras” (Bible Class and Sunday Evening Worship). In reality, all the 
“Church Extras” traditions come from one simple concept: a one-hour worship 
service just doesn’t seem like enough. To really grow, to be formed, to build unity, 
and to be equipped requires a little more time and energy, especially in a world 
that is working to transform us into something radically different than what Christ 
calls us to. The early Church was devoted to fellowship. They regularly ate meals 
together, worshipped at the Temple daily, and met in homes for the Lord’s Supper 
(See Acts 2: 42-47). They definitely participated in more than a quick one hour, 
once a week, service. 

               I love the traditions of Sunday morning and Wednesday Bible Class. I do 
not want to see those go. Unfortunately, they have been dwindling and Covid will 
likely rip the Band-Aid off. I’m already hearing about Churches milling over 
cancelling Bible classes for lack of willing teachers. Perhaps more importantly, I 
don’t want to see people quit giving that extra time to God and the Church. If it 
comes down to it, I would like us to take those two extra hours we were giving to 
God for Bible class and do something else with them. Maybe we could find 
something more meaningful to do with those extra two hours. Perhaps we are 
guilty of spending too much time learning about the Bible and very little time 
living it out. 

I like the humility in the concept of never graduating and always learning, 
but do our adults ever graduate Bible class? Is there some point where we know 
enough and should spend way more time implementing what the scriptures say 
rather than just reading them? Is it possible that we are now just doing Bible class 
because it is what we have always done, or because we don’t know what else to 
do with our Christian walk? These “Church Extra” traditions started with very 
good and meaningful reasons behind them. Over time, it just became what you 
do. Perhaps we need to rethink the extra time the Church is asking of the 
congregation. Maybe we could creatively rethink our “Church Extra” traditions 
and start some new ones.  

 

 
Noah and Caleb show off their athletic side. 

 

Services at Westgate: Sundays—Bible Class 9:00 a.m., Worship 10:00 a.m. 

          Wednesdays—Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

 

This Wednesday PM group is learning about giving hearts as Jesus taught in His Sermon 
on the Mount. Giving can include more than money; children brainstormed that they can 
give hugs, smiles, food, clothing, shoes, advice, and more.   

 

 

Please join Christian Homes & Family Services at  
6:30 p.m. on Monday, October 18th, at the Abilene 
Convention Center, as we welcome Jenny and Dave 
Marrs, stars of HGTV’s “Fixer to Fabulous” for our 
first Heroes of Foster Care dinner. We will be honoring 
the amazing families who open their homes 
to love and care for foster children throughout West 
Texas. For ticket information please visit our website at  
https://christianhomes.com/ or call  
Jim McNiece at (325) 677-2205.  
 

 

 


